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perform. The clock of a political head turns more
swiftly than the clock of people who are able to choose
work in some Government Department as their per-
manent profession. But for all that, these human
inventions are a profound and undeniable advantage,
inasmuch as they make it somehow easier for us to get
away from the dangerous flux of everyday life, that
intangible flux in which the boundary lines between
what is lofty and what is petty may become so easily
blurred.
Hours and definite dates make it possible for us to
take stock at times, to turn round and also to look
ahead. My diary in the service of the Polish Foreign
Office is marked especially by that single date, so exact
in its cruel implications, because then we suffered the
greatest loss that could have occurred to us, after our
greatest moment of happiness since we have emerged
as a nation. I would therefore like to recall now two
memories which are connected with Marshal Pilsudski
and with the date of my arrival at this Department five
years ago. I distinctly remember two sentences or
rather two ideas which he then brought clearly before
my mind.
First, the Marshal said to me: " Remember that times
are coming when the conventional structure of inter-
national life, which has endured almost throughout the
past ten years, will be shaken. Forms which the world
has become accustomed to regard as permanent are
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